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Reformation of a Local Church                                 Lecture Two                                     Jose Francis Martinez

Reformation in the Church’s Work of Evangelism 
Introduction

1. In our previous study, we have dealt with a general introduction of the reformation of the church. Now, we move to consider the first in the order of priority in the work of reformation, which is the church’s work of evangelism.

2. And we should begin with this because this is often where the problem begins. If the work of evangelism is defective, then you tend to produce defective “converts”. And if you add to the church defective “converts”, then you will really have serious and major problems in the church. Therefore, the church’s work of evangelism is a priority in the reformation of a church that needs major reformation.

3. Now, in the reformation of this area of church’s life, the work of evangelism, two things must be given attention: 1) The Message in Evangelism, 2) The Method of Evangelism.

I.
THE MESSAGE IN EVANGELISM 
A.
In order to be clear about the message in evangelism, evangelicals must consider the immediate goal of evangelism. 
B.
The immediate goal in the evangelism must be that sinners would come to faith in Christ, not for some temporal blessings (like health, wealth, and prosperity) but for eternal blessings (forgiveness from God and reconciliation, deliverance from the guilt and slavery of sin, and a life of fellowship with God).
1.
The importance of this is brought out particularly in Jn 6:24-27 (READ) - The people were seeking Jesus only for temporal blessings – and in this case, food. But Jesus rebuked them and told them what they should seek from Him – eternal life. The miracles He performed where only “signs” that pointed to a much greater reality. The people must not seek for the “signs” but for what those signs pointed to – eternal blessings that Jesus came to give.

2.
And the Lord Jesus pressed this matter so resolutely that look at what happened? Jn 6:66-71 (READ). Jesus pressed this issue of seeking eternal blessings from Him, and not temporal blessings, that many of “His disciples”, those who have been following Him, did not continue to follow Him anymore. They left the Lord Jesus. And the Lord Jesus wanted to hear from the twelve what reason they were following Him. And speaking in behalf of the others, Peter said that it was because they wanted eternal life and that eternal life can only be found in Jesus. They did not become disciples of Jesus only for temporal blessings. They wanted eternal life. And that is what Jesus really wanted to hear. If the main reason why people go to Christ is only for temporal blessings, then they have miss the point of real purpose of His coming, and what He really came to give – spiritual and eternal blessings.  

3.
In our evangelism, coming to Christ for eternal blessings, not temporal ones must be our goal. And this will help us in our focus of the message in our evangelism. The gospel message is not about physical healing, or becoming rich in this world, or getting whatever you selfishly desire from Christ in terms of temporal wants, desire, dreams, or aspiration. It has to do with becoming right with God, being reconciled to God, having a fellowship with God now and for all eternity (which is eternal life), deliverance from the guilt and power of sin. And that all this can be found only in person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

4.
In other words, we must redirect people’s felt need for temporal blessings to their greater need of eternal blessings. We must work at convincing people that all have sinned and are unworthy of God (Rom 3:23). We must show people that they are under the bondage of the power of sin and of Satan (John 8:24-26; Rom 6:6, 17, 18, 20; 2Tim 2:26; etc.). We must show them their alienation and separation from God because of sin (Is 59:1-2), and the fact that they are under the wrath of God (Rom 1:18; Eph 2:3; Jn 3:36). We must show them that they are truth-suppressors who hate the true and living God (Rom 1:18, 30, etc). In concrete ways, we have to show them that they worship and serve the creature rather than Creator (Rom 1:25; Jer 2:13). We must convince them that their works of righteousness are like filthy garments before God can merit them God’s favor and acceptance, and bring them to heaven (Is 64:6; Mat 23:27-28; Lk 16:15). We must persuade them that only in the person and work of Jesus Christ can we find deliverance from the bondage of the guilt and power of sin and be reconciled back to God (Rom 8:1; John 8:26; etc). And we must persuade them that God, as the highest expression of His common grace, sincerely offers to all who hear the gospel forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God, eternal life, deliverance from the bondage of guilt and power of sin through the person and work of His Son (Ezk 36:11; Lk 7:30; Mt 22:2-14; etc.) We must show them the need to be personally united to Christ in the bonds of living faith.  
5.
Unless people come to Christ for spiritual and eternal blessings, they will never become true disciples of Christ. And they will never continue in following with Christ. If Christ will not give them the temporal blessing they are seeking for, whatever that may be, then, they will abandon Christ and His word; and prove that they were not true disciples of Him.  Remember what the Lord Jesus said in John 8:31 “So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, "If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine…” Continuing in Jesus’ teaching preserved to us now in the completed Scripture, is a mark of true discipleship. 
C.
It is very easy to gather a crowd of people if you offer them temporal blessings that their hearts crave for. We see that in the many cultic groups in our nation and other nations. But that should not be the goal in our evangelism, just gathering a crowd of people seeking for temporal blessings. The goal, and therefore, the message of our evangelism should be that which makes people aware of their greater need for spiritual and eternal blessings, and value them more any temporal blessings, and that these blessings are what the Lord Jesus really came to give to those who come to Him in repentance and faith.
II.
THE METHOD IN EVANGELISM

Preface: But aside from the message, the work of reformation should also focus on the method of evangelism. And among evangelicals, there is a method that has been introduced in the 19th century that has defined the method of evangelism. That method is what is called as “altar call” or “easy-prayerism”
A.
A Description of the Method

1.
The practice is very common in our day. First, after preaching or sharing the gospel, or after witnessing in private, the evangelist would ask who are those who want to receive Jesus into their hearts. Those who make a positive response either by coming forward, or raising a hand, or nodding the head, are then requested to follow along or repeat after a prayer. After praying, the evangelist then tells those who have prayed that if they have prayed that prayer sincerely, then they are now saved. They have now received Jesus into their hearts and they now have eternal life. Furthermore, the evangelist then urges those who prayed that they now should never again question their salvation. Trials will come. Satan will plague them with doubts. But they should never entertain those doubts. They come from the devil. For as long as they prayed that prayer sincerely, then they are now saved and nothing can ever changed that reality. In addition, the evangelist then exhorts those who have prayed that for their spiritual growth, they should read the bible, pray, witness, and join a fellowship or a church where they can be fed. Engaging in these activities is essential if they are to grow up to become healthy and mature Christians. Failure would mean no growth.
2.
Now this is commonly how evangelism is being done in our day. Although the practice might have some variations, yet basically, the approach is essentially the same.
B.
A Word of Affirmation

1.
And the word of affirmation is this - that some people have been genuinely converted through this modern day method. I don’t think anyone would ever deny that some people have been genuinely converted through this modern-day method. I personally know of some who have been genuinely converted through this modern day method. 
2.
The fact, however, that God in His Sovereignty has used this modern-day method to save some does not automatically mean that it is sound or biblical. Anyone who reads the Bible and Church history would readily agree that God, at times, in His Sovereignty, has used defective ways to advance His cause. There are times when even doctors make procedural mistakes in trying to cure a patient, but God still cures the patient in spite of the doctor’s mistake. As the puritans quaintly putted it - “God can still hit even with a crooked stick!”
3.
The fact that God has used this modern-day method to save some does not automatically mean that this practice is biblically sound. You still need to examine whether this method is scripturally sound or not. It is still your obligation to bring this practice into the search light of Scriptures. We are to examine everything carefully. Let go back to our illustration of a doctor. If a doctor makes a procedural mistake in trying to cure a patient and yet God still cures the patient in spite of the doctor’s mistake, would it be right for the doctor to perpetuate his mistake? No! It would be foolish. So also with this modern day method. The fact that God has sometimes use this modern-day method to save does not automatically mean that this practice is biblically sound. We still need to examine the Scriptures as to whether it is biblically sound or not. “And if shown to be scripturally unsound, then it must be discontinued and replace with the biblically sound method of evangelism.
C.
A Critic of the Method

Now, is this modern-day method then scripturally sound or is it unsound? I have five serious problems with it. 
1.
And the first serious problem area is that this modern-day method does not have a biblical precedent.
a.
Can you ever find a biblical example of Christ and His original disciples ever using this modern-day method of evangelism? In the gospel narratives of Mt, Mk, Lk, & Jn where we have many instances of Christ’s work of evangelism, can you ever find a single instance where Christ used this modern day method? And in the book of Acts, where we have many instances of the apostolic work of evangelism, can you find a single instance where any of Christ’s disciples used this modern-day method? I don’t think you can ever find one!
b.
I have often challenged those who used this modern-day method to show me even just one instance where Christ or the Apostles told people to repeat a prayer after them and assuring those who prayed that if they prayed that prayer sincerely, they are now saved, they now have eternal life; and up to this day, not a single one has ever met that challenge. And why? Because there is no such instance.
c.
Now this reality must be given due weight.  For if this modern-day method is such a useful and effective method, then why do we not find Christ or any of His original disciples in the Scriptures using this method? And if ever Christ or His disciples ever used it - why are we not given a record of it?

2.
A second serious problem area in this modern-day method of evangelism is not only that it has not biblical precedent, but also that it tends to trivialize ( or make shallow) the saving response to the gospel - repentance and faith.
a.
Just because a person sincerely wants to be “saved” and is willing to repeat after someone a prayer does not mean that that person has savingly responded to the gospel. It does not mean that that person has truly repented of sins and believed in Christ.
b.
A lot of people sincerely desire to be “saved” and sincerely is willing to do something to be “saved” who nonetheless remain unrepentant and unbelieving.
· Just think of what people do during “holy week”. People make pilgrimages, walk on their knees until they bleed; some would bit themselves until blood pours out of their body; and some would even have themselves crucified with real nails. Now are not these people sincere? Of course they are! They really want to be “saved” and are willing to do something to be “saved”. However, they remain unrepentant and unbelieving. 
· Or think of the rich young ruler who went to Christ. What a perfect candidate for the modern-day method of evangelism! Mk 10:17-27 (READ). Nobody pressured him to go to Christ. And why did that man ran up to Christ? Was it because he wanted physical healing? No. Was it because he wanted material blessing? No. He went to Christ because he wanted eternal life! He was most willing to do something to have eternal life. But how what did the Lord Jesus do? Did Christ tell him to repeat after Him some prayer? No. The Lord knew that the man was a slave of the sin of covetousness. Money to him was more important than God. So the Lord urged him to repent of that sin of covetousness, manifesting that repentance by selling everything he had and giving it to the poor. And Jesus urged him to trust in Him and to trust in Him alone. Now was the man willing to do that? NO. The text says, “he went away grieved because he had much property”. He sincerely desired to have eternal life and was willing to do something to inherit it but he would not repent and believe! And Christ let him go. He let him go.
c.
But today if a person wants to be “saved” and is willing to repeat after some prayer, that is already viewed as an indication that a person is savingly responding to the gospel! But this is to trivialize the saving response of the gospel. Rightly did Spurgeon dub this modern-day method (which only began to appear during his time) as the new evangelical-sacrament. You just comply with this very superficial act, then you are saved, you are now a child of God, and the only thing to you need is to grow. This is nothing but Romanism creeping back into evangelical churches.

3.
A third serious problem area in this modern-day method of evangelism is, not only that it has no biblical preceding, it trivializes the saving response of the gospel, but it also encourages a false assurance of salvation. 
a.
The Bible teaches that there is such a thing as a false assurance of salvation. This is clear in Mt 7:21-23 (READ). Many are so convince that they should be with Christ in heaven that during the Day of Judgment they would even question Christ’s unfavorable judgment concerning their case. They would say, in effect, “Lord, Lord who can you do this? Why will you not accept us? As we not your own? Did we not prophesy in Your name? And in Your name did a lot of things? Why will you not accept us as your own?” But Christ will nonetheless reject them. “I never you knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness”. Note Jesus said “many” not “a few”, and this is a frightening reality.
b.
Because of this reality of a false assurance of salvation, the Bible commands Christians to engage in self-examination. 2Cor. 13:5 (READ). Paul writing to the Corinthians, who were professing Christians and members of a bona fide apostolic church, exhorts them to examine or test themselves whether they are in the faith. 
c.
And what are some of the tests? Well 1Jn gives us several. Walking in the light (1Jn 1:6-7) Not denying but confessing sins in our lives (1Jn 1: 8-9). Evangelical keeping of God’s law (1Jn 2:3-5), etc. 
d.
However, in this modern-day method of evangelism, there is no place for this self-examination. For if a person has sincerely prayed the sinner’s prayer, then he immediately told that he is a child of God and that he is never again to question his salvation. And if those questions and doubts creep in, then he must regard it as the Devil’s temptation. Or if a preacher begins to expound on these tests given in the Bible, and questions begin to rise, that preacher is immediately regarded as being used by the Devil to temp people with regard to their salvation. 
e.
So, without question, this modern-day method encourages false assurance of salvation. And how many today are going around carrying with them this false assurance. They think they are already God’s children when in reality they are still children of the devil. They think they are bound for heaven when in reality they are still on their way to hell and judgment.  They think that all they need now is to grow spiritually when in reality they are still “dead in their trespasses and sins” (Eph. 1:1) and are in need of spiritual life. I know many people who are like that and it is sad. For in the last day, the Lord will not own them or recognized them as His own.

4.
A fourth serious problem area in this modern-day method of evangelism is, not only that it has no biblical precedent, it trivializes the saving response of the gospel, it encourages a false assurance of salvation, but also it leaves very little room, if any, for the sovereign work of God in conversion.
a.
The bible teaches that conversion is essentially and primarily the work of the Triune God. The Lord Jesus died in Calvary in order to save sinners, but the Triune God are actively involved in the actual work of converting sinners and bringing them into saving union with Christ.
· John 16:7-8 (READ). Indicated in this passage is that fallen human beings cannot really come to grips with sin, righteousness, and judgment apart from the convicting work of the Holy Spirit. Everybody knows that nobody is perfect. But for a person to really come to grips with the seriousness of sin, the emptiness of our righteousness, and the errors of our judgments, the Holy Spirit must bring that person to conviction. We can only preach about what sin is, how empty is man’s righteousness, and how wrong his judgments are, but only the Holy Spirit can effectively bring sinners to conviction of these things. This, my friend, is the work of the Holy Spirit.
· Acts 16:14 (READ). Who opened the heart to Lydia that she might savingly respond to the things spoken by Paul? Not Paul, not even Lydia herself. It was the Lord who did it. She would have never really savingly responded to the gospel had not the Lord opened her heart. And it because the Lord did open her heart that she savingly responded. The Lord is active in the actual work of converting a sinner.
· John 6:43-45, vs 65 (READ). What could be more plain? Unless God the Father draws a sinner into saving union with Christ in repentance and faith, that sinner will not and even cannot come to Christ. We can only urge sinners to go to Christ for salvation, we can only plead with them. But only God the Father can, by His power, effectually draw sinners to saving union with Christ. He alone can make them willing in the day of His power.

b.
However, this modern-day method of evangelism lives very little room for this sovereign work of God in conversion. And it has all become the work of man. Preach the gospel, invite sinners to receive Christ, those who seem to desire are told to repeat after some prayer, and WHALLA - a person is supposedly now converted.  But this method leaves very little room for the sovereign and powerful work of God in converting a sinner. It has all become the work of man.
c.
And this modern-day method of evangelism is just consistent with its faulty theological basis. Charles Finney, who popularized this method in the late 19th century, was a Pelagian. He believe that when Jesus Christ died upon the cross of Calvary to save sinners, then there is nothing more God must do in order to bring sinners to salvation.  It is now all up to man to accept or not to accept the offers of salvation. So in the actual work of conversion, God is no longer involved. It is now all up to the sinner and the one who is sharing God’s word to that sinner.
d.
But this contrary to the clear teachings of the bible. No sinners will, and can come, unless God convicts, unless God opens the heart, unless God draws sinners to a saving union with Christ. Conversion is not just an activity of man; it is primarily the sovereign work of the Triune God. For a sinner to actually come to Christ and enjoy the benefits of His saving work God must draw that sinner to saving union with Christ. God must make that sinner willing in the day of His power (Ps 110:3). 
5.
But then a fifth serious problem area in this modern-day method of evangelism is not only that it has no biblical precedent, it trivializes the saving response of the gospel, it encourages false assurance of salvation, it leaves very little room for the sovereign work of God in conversion, but also this modern-day method is not as effective as it appears.
a.
Many people use this modern-day method because it seems to be very effective. A lot of people, they say, are converted. Just look at Billy Graham’s crusades. Multitudes are coming forward. Multitudes are being saved.
b.
However, true effectiveness can and should only be measured in terms of its lasting effects. This is clear in John 8:31 (READ). Continuation or perseverance in the words or teachings of Christ is the real test of genuine conversion.
c.
Now if we are to apply this biblical test, can we really say that the modern-day method is effective? No. 
· Billy Graham => We are made to believe he is very successful. Surveys have proven otherwise. One claims that less than 3% of those who registered decisions are hopefully Christian. READ: Pastor’s Dilemma: pg 11

· Charles Finney => Later in life, he confessed in his memoirs that a very large majority of his supposed converts were a shame to Christianity. And the places where he visited and conducted his meetings later became spiritual wastelands.

d.
Now why this massive fall-out? Primarily because these supposed conversions was not the work of God! They were nothing but the work of man. It is man’s work of manipulation, salesmanship, and psychological gimmicks at work in these supposed conversions. They were not due to the powerful and effectual working of God in bringing a sinner into saving union with Christ.
e.
A story is told that a drunken man, staggering in his steps, once meets Spurgeon. And he said, “Mr. Spurgeon. Do you know that I am one of your converts?” And Spurgeon said, “Yes. You must be my convert because if you were God’s convert, you would not be drunk”. 
f.
And this is the problem of many supposed converts of this modern-day method of evangelism. Not just a few but multitudes are just man’s converts and not God’s. And that’s why the Christian witness today has been very anemic. And many of these suppose converts are only causing others to blaspheme Christ and the gospel.

D.
The Biblical Alternative to the Modern-Day Method. 
1.
So this modern day method is biblically unsound. It does not have a biblical precedent. It tends to trivialized (or make shallow) the saving response to the gospel. It encourages false assurance of salvation. It leaves very little room for the Sovereign work of God in conversion. And it not as effective as it appears. Although God has used it is saving some, it is not because but in spite of this method. This modern-day method is biblically unsound and, therefore, it is dangerous and harmful to the souls of men and to the cause of Christ and to Christianity. So how then are we to evangelize? We are to evangelize the way Christ and His disciples evangelized. 
a.
Preach the gospel message to people clearly. Let them know that they are under the curse, wrath, and judgment of God because of their sin and rebellion against Him. Let them know that their deepest need is to have a eternal life – that life under the smile and favor of God and not under the wrath and judgment of God. And that that eternal life is to be found only in the person and work of God’s Son – the Lord Jesus Christ.
b.
And urge people to repent and believe. Urge them to turn away from a life of rebellion against God into a life of submission to God and urge them to trust in Christ and in Christ alone for salvation. 
c.
And if your hearers were to ask you, “Sir, what must I do to be saved?”, then urge them further to repent and believe and do not put words into their mouths and lead them in a so-called sinner’s prayer. 

· Remember what the Lord did to the rich young ruler. And think of Peter. Preaching on the day of Pentecost, he was asked by his hearers who were brought to conviction that very question. And what did Peter do? Acts 2:37-40 (READ). The same was true of what Paul did in Acts 16:30-32 (READ).

· Besides, if the person is truly responding in Spirit-wrought repentance and faith, then you need put words into that person’s mouth to cry to God to save Him. That sinner will on his own cry to God to save him. Like a man drowning is the sea, you need not put words into his mouth to cry for help. So also sinners brought to realize the danger of their state, they on their own, in repentance and faith, will cry to God to save them.

d.
And when we begin to see credible signs of the saving work of God in a sinner, then that is the time to baptize him and receive him into the church for further instruction. Luke 3:7-8; Mat 28:19-20 (READ). 
e.
And in all of this activity we are to cry to God bless our efforts. For only He can open people’s hearts, just as He did to Lydia (Acts 16:14) to receive the gospel message and to saving respond to it.

2.
What we need today is not this modern-day method evangelism. It has caused much damage to Christianity and deceived so many souls and churches. Let us stick to the old, reliable, and biblical method of evangelism. And pray that God would bless our effects to bring many lost sinners to Christ. And who knows what God will do?

Conclusion
1.
If you study Reformation history, you will find that the very first area touched by the Reformation was the gospel and evangelism. Many evangelical churches today are also in need of Reformation. And that work of Reformation must begin in the work of evangelism – the message and the method. The work must begin there because that is where the problems of many churches begin. 

2.
In our subsequent lectures, we will consider other areas. But let the work of reformation begin where it should begin. 

